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▪ What is important to me?

▪ What talents do I have?

▪ What can I do to earn an income?

▪ What does the world need?

▪ What path is the right fit for me? 
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It’s OK if post-secondary study isn’t for you.

You still need to play it SMART setting specific, measurable, attainable, relevant 

and timely goals 

Doubt kills more dreams than failure ever will.      — Suzy Kassem

Careers take many forms. Some 

require an extensive commitment to 

education while others can start right 

after you graduate.  You can still have 

a meaningful career if you don’t see 

yourself continuing into post-

secondary.  All pathways require 

asking important questions, setting 

goals, and creating a plan
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BC LABOUR MARKET FORECAST  10 YRS  2019-2029
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WHAT IS  VOCATIONAL TRAINING / EDUCATION?

Vocational = "related to a career" 

• Training is directly related to the job or skill required 

to do the job

• Training is typically under 1 year in length 

• Job-ready upon completion 
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EXAMPLES OF HIGH DEMAND OCCUPATIONS NEEDING SOME 

POST SECONDARY OR VOCATIONAL TRAINING 

Occupation Occupational Interest Median Hourly Wage Job Openings to 2029

Nurse aides, orderlies and patient service associates (NOC 3413) Social $21.62 17,890

Social and community service workers (NOC 4212) Social, Conventional $20.19 11,020

Home support workers, housekeepers and related occupations (NOC 4412) Enterprising, Realistic, Conventional $19.23 6,610

Computer network technicians (NOC 2281) Realistic, Conventional $30.00 2,700

Legal administrative assistants (NOC 1242) Conventional $23.08 2,310

Massage therapists (NOC 3236) Social $20.00 2,300

Dental assistants (NOC 3411) Realistic, Conventional, Social $26.00 2,040

Retail and wholesale buyers (NOC 6222) Enterprising, Conventional $23.08 1,700

Interior designers and interior decorators(NOC 5242) Artistic $24.01 1,580

Medical laboratory technologists (NOC 3211) Investigative, Realistic $35.00 1,520

Firefighters (NOC 4312) Realistic $41.01 1,420

Paralegal and related occupations (NOC 4211) Conventional, Enterprising $28.85 1,320

Paramedical occupations (NOC 3234) Social $28.80 1,320

Dental hygienists and dental therapists (NOC 3222) Realistic, Social, Conventional $42.00 1,310

Photographers (NOC 5221) Artistic $26,876* 1,150

Practitioners of natural healing (NOC 3232) Social $24,884* 1,140

Medical radiation technologists (NOC 3215) Realistic, Social $35.51 1,110

Animal health technologists and veterinary technicians (NOC 3213) Realistic $16.00 600

Click on a link 

to explore 

further

https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3413
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/4212
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/4412
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/2281
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/1242
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3236
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3411
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/6222
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/5242
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3211
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/4312
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/4211
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3234
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3222
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/5221
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3232
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3215
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/3213
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM – DUAL CREDIT 

PROGRAM

 Who? Grade 12 students

 When/Where: Semester 1: English 12 plus one elective at WGSS. University of the Fraser Valley's ECE 100 
and ECE 101 during UFV's fall semester (September to December). One of these courses will be at UFV 
and the other at Yale Secondary or Langley School Board Office.

 Semester 2: Capstone/CLC and Work and volunteer experience at WGSS. ECE 102 and 
Communications 125 during UFV's winter semester (January to April) One course at UFV and the other 
at Yale Secondary or Langley School Board Office.

 Runs from September to April, 5:00pm - 8:00pm, twice per week

 Earn 12 high school credits towards the Early Childhood Education Certificate.

 To Apply: See Ms. Puneet Pawar, Career Advisor to complete an application.

 Pre-requisites: completed English 11, be a grade 12 student, recommended C+ or higher in English 10 and Math 10, 
intention to graduate with a Dogwood Diploma.

 Fees: About $300.00 for textbooks

 UFV tuition is paid by the Langley School District...approx. $2,200.00. Bursaries are available.
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EXAMPLES OF HIGH DEMAND OCCUPATIONS REQUIRING ONLY 

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 

Occupation Occupational Interest Median Hourly Wage Job Openings to 2029

Janitors, caretakers and building superintendents (NOC 

6733)
Realistic $19.23 12,790

Food and beverage servers (NOC 6513) Social $15.00 9,820

Restaurant and food service managers (NOC 0631) Enterprising $22.00 9,520

Retail sales supervisors (NOC 6211) Enterprising $20.19 3,090

Taxi and limousine drivers and chauffeurs(NOC 7513) Realistic $15.38 2,860

Food service supervisors (NOC 6311) Realistic, Conventional $14.70 2,010

Casino occupations (NOC 6533) Conventional, Enterprising $18.00 1,660

Longshore workers (NOC 7451) Realistic $42.00 1,580

Letter carriers (NOC 1512) Conventional, Realistic $25.00 1,130

https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/6733
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/6733
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/6513
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/0631
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/6211
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/7513
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/6311
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/6533
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/7451
https://www.workbc.ca/Jobs-Careers/Explore-Careers/Browse-Career-Profile/1512


RED SEAL CERTIFIED TRADES – THE OTHER 4-YEAR DEGREE 

Designated trades are governed by regulations under 

the Provincial and Territorial Apprenticeship Acts. 

These regulations outline the administrative 

procedures and in some cases the standards and 

conditions of training for specific trades (e.g., 

methods of registering apprentices, curriculum, 

accreditation, and certification).

http://www.red-seal.ca
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http://www.red-seal.ca/
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EXAMPLES OF APPRENTICESHIP TRADES IN CANADA 

Aircraft Maintenance Technician

Aircraft Structural Technician

Appliance Service Technician *

Arborist Technician

Auto Service Technician *

Baker *

Boilermaker *

Broadband Network Technician

Cabinetmaker *

Carpenter *

Climbing Arborist

Concrete Finisher *

Construction Craft Worker *

Cook *

Dairy Production Technician

Diesel Engine Mechanic

Drywall Finisher

Electric Motor Systems Technician

Electrician Endorsement: Marine

Electrician, Construction *

Electrician, Industrial *

Embalmer

Embalmer and Funeral Director

Field Arborist

Floor Covering Installer *

Funeral Director

Geotechnical/Environmental Driller

Glazier *

Hairstylist *

Heavy Duty Equipment Technician *

Heavy Equipment Operator

Horticulturist, Landscape *

Millwright *

Industrial and Control Technician *

Insulator (Heat and Frost) *

Ironworker *

Ironworker (Reinforcing) *

Lather (Interior Systems Mechanic) *

Locksmith

Machinist *

Marine Mechanical Technician

Marine Service Technician

Piping/Plumbing 

Power Line Techician *

Professional Cook 1 & 2

Recreation Vehicle Service *

Roofer *

Sheet Metal Worker *

Langley District Youth TRAIN Programs 

* = Red Seal



GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:  TRADES

INDUSTRY TRAINING AUTHORITY WEBSITE

LANGUAGE ARTS:  English 11 + 12 recommended; 

MATH:  Apprenticeship and Workplace 11 is fine for some 
programs but not for trades such as Electrician which 
requires Academic Math 11 and Physics 11 or Chemistry 11, 
Foundations 11 or Pre-Calculus 11

Pre-Calculus is okay for all programs

Note:  Specific Program Entry Requirements must be 
researched to determine the recommended high school pre-
requisite courses.

There are over 150 trades

Each trade has its own entrance 

requirements

https://youth.itabc.ca/
https://youth.itabc.ca/


YOUTH TRAIN IN TRADES
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• Langley School District and the ITA, along with various Post-Secondary Institutions offer seven ITA-
certified Youth TRAIN in Trades programs for Grade 11 & 12 Students

• Students learn from skilled instructors and earn credits that count towards high school graduation 
and Level 1 Apprenticeship

• Youth Train in Trades and Youth Work in Trades programs can be taken in any order

Click HERE for full program details! 

http://careered.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/87/2022/01/Career-Brochure-2022-1.pdf


 Programs to start post-secondary 

trades training while in high school

 Skip wait lists for Level 1/Foundation 

Programs

 Free Tuition (paid for by school district)

 Earn high school and post-secondary 

credits (dual-credit)

 Become employable - many jobs for grads 

and current students

YOUTH TRAIN IN TRADES PROGRAMS



TRAIN IN TRADES PROGRAMS OFFERED IN LANGLEY

Carpentry

Auto Service Technician

Hairstylist

Professional Cook

Piping/Plumbing

Construction 
Electrician

Horticulture

Earn graduation 

credits while 

studying toward 

level one 

apprenticeship 

in one of these 

red seal trades!



TRAIN IN TRADES STUDENTS



HOW DO I GET INTO ONE OF THESE PROGRAMS?

Applications are 
required - students need 
to fill out an application 

package

(Due March 30th 2024)

Selected applicants will 
be interviewed

(April-May)

Prerequisite courses are 
different for each 

program

No tuition! (students 
only pay program fees 
for books/materials)

Program schedules 
(depending on 

program):

• February-January

• September-June

Ask your Career 
Advisor how to apply!



DUAL CREDIT 
PROGRAMS:
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATOR (ECE)

 Early Childhood Educator 
Dual Credit Program in 
partnership with Abbotsford 
School District and the 
University of the Fraser 
Valley

 Launched in September 
2022

 Students will earn 12 credits 
towards ECE Childhood 
Certificate while also 
earning high school credits

 Will make them immediately 
employable as an ECE 
Assistant



HEALTH SCIENCE (ACADEMIC DUAL CREDIT)

 Partnering with KPU

 Applications likely due in April 

(TBD)

 Post-secondary credits 

for HSCI 1115 (3 credits) & 4

high school credits

 More info coming soon!



YOUTH WORK IN 

TRADES  

Allows students to start their 
apprenticeship while they are still in 
high school. They can earn graduation 
credits while logging work-based 
training hours that count towards their 
apprenticeship. Students can register at 
any time during the school year.

Benefits:

• Earn 16 elective credits towards 

graduation (equals 4 courses)

• Acquire skills employers want

• Get a head start on your career

• Use 480 paid work hours towards 

your apprenticeship

• Have a seamless transition from 

school to work

• Eligible for a $1000 award 20

https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/opportunities/youth-work-in-trades/


PATHWAY TO APPRENTICESHIP 

21



APPRENTICESHIP PATHWAY FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
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Grade 10 - So you want to be an apprentice?

• Meet with our career advisor or your counsellor to discuss district opportunities for apprentices 

and trades training. MAKE A PLAN

Grade 11 – Details, details, details! 

• Complete application for Youth TRAIN and or Youth WORK; complete prerequisites or have a plan in 

place to complete prerequisites before program start date

Grade 12 – Youth TRAIN or Youth WORK Begins!

• Please note you can take any Youth TRAIN and Youth WORK program in Grade 11.  The above is an 

example of the typical process. 



YOUTH TRAIN IN TRADES PROGRAMS 
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Langley School District & Industry Training Authority 

https://youtu.be/y5PYi4wuYKY


YOUTH TRAIN -
PROFESSIONAL COOK 
(PC1) AT WGSS

▪ 2 semesters: September to June

▪ Practical hands-on and group 

learning

▪ Mon. to Thurs., 2:30pm – 7:30pm

▪ ONE SEASON BISTRO:  March to 

May - 5:30pm Tues-Thurs

24

Press play to 

watch a video 

about this 

Youth TRAIN 

program 

https://youtu.be/qs0Dd1xHlXg


YOUTH TRAIN -
ELECTRICAL – DWP

▪ Use your hands-on skills, your math, 

problem solving, and safety training

▪ Six months of BCIT training at D.W. 

Poppy Campus

▪ Start work as an Electrical 

apprentice
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Press play to 

watch a video 

about this 

Youth TRAIN 

program 

https://youtu.be/p2SwmfI4L1c


YOUTH TRAIN -
HORTICULTURE – KPU 
LANGLEY

Learn about:                    

▪ Plant biology

▪ Plant identification

▪ Pest/soil management

▪ Business operations

▪ Equipment maintenance/operation

▪ 6 weeks training at KPU and 2-3 

months paid work experience
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Press play to 

watch a video 

about this 

Youth TRAIN 

program 

https://youtu.be/tw6u4O7JK34


YOUTH TRAIN -
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN - ACSS

▪ Also known as a “car mechanic”

▪ Program includes theory, work 

experience and practical skill–

building

▪ 1 semester at ACSS:  Feb to July

▪ Work-experience & 4 weeks of 

training at KPU Cloverdale
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Press play to 

watch a video 

about this 

Youth TRAIN 

program 

https://youtu.be/MLFRQsst568


YOUTH TRAIN -
CARPENTRY - ACSS

• Start working in the 
construction trade

• Gain carpentry skills and work 
experience

• 1 semester:  Feb to July

• Includes paid work-experience 
& 4 weeks of Post-Secondary 
training at KPU Cloverdale
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Press play to 

watch a video 

about this 

Youth TRAIN 

program 

https://youtu.be/uVqcPr7xzO8


YOUTH TRAIN -
HAIRSTYLIST - ACSS

• Full training and salon 
experience to become a 
certified hairdresser 

• Learn all the skills required:                                                                                               
-  cut and colour techniques                                                                                                                   
-  salon management                                                                                                             
-  hair science                                                                                                                 
-  customer service                                                                                                             
-  advanced techniques

• 2 semesters:  Feb to Jan
• Practical hands-on and group 

learning
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Press play to 

watch a video 

about this 

Youth TRAIN 

program 

https://youtu.be/tcLl7g0gL_8


YOUTH TRAIN -
PIPING/PLUMBING -
LSS
▪ Start work in the 

piping trades:

▪ plumbing                                         

▪ steam fitting                            

▪ sprinkler fitting

▪ 2 semesters:  Feb to Jan

▪ Practical hands-on and group learning

▪ Includes work-experience & 8 weeks at BCIT
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Press play to 

watch a video 

about this 

Youth TRAIN 

program 

https://youtu.be/j1EFGIiq_TY
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WAVE - WORK AND VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

Still not sure 
which way to 
go? 

Try WAVE? 

A high school course that students normally complete outside of 
school hours at an employer’s place of business

Students are placed with employers/organizations to job shadow 
and/or perform the duties of an entry level employee

Students gain experience and new skills in the workplace they 
wouldn’t be able get at school

Students use the skills they have learned in school and apply them 
at the workplace
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WHY WAVE?

 Earn up to eight elective credits towards graduation 

(equals two courses)

 Get paid or gain volunteer experience while earning 

school graduation credits

 Gain experience in almost any industry/occupation

 Have a placement with a new employer or continue 

where you are already working/volunteering

 Acquire skills and experience employers want

 Get a head start on your career

 Have a smoother transition from school to work

 Potential to be offered paid employment with 

employers

 Take more than nine courses in a school year, does not 

impact current school schedule

 Find your own employer or connect with the 

assistance of a teacher

https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/opportunities/wave/
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WAVE REQUIREMENTS

 Be in grade 10-12

 Have parent/guardian permission

 Follow expectations from SD35, your school and your employer

 Work/volunteer up to 170 hours with an employer

 Arrange your own transportation to/from the employer

 Complete school requirements in order to participate in a placement

https://langleyschoolsca-my.sharepoint.com/personal/gmcsherry_sd35_bc_ca/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fgmcsherry%5Fsd35%5Fbc%5Fca%2FDocuments%2FWAVE%2F1%20%2D%20SHARED%20WAVE%20DOCUMENTS%2FStudent%20Documents%20and%20Forms%2F0%20%2D%20WAVE%20Student%20Brochure%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fgmcsherry%5Fsd35%5Fbc%5Fca%2FDocuments%2FWAVE%2F1%20%2D%20SHARED%20WAVE%20DOCUMENTS%2FStudent%20Documents%20and%20Forms&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9sYW5nbGV5c2Nob29sc2NhLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2dtY3NoZXJyeV9zZDM1X2JjX2NhL0VXNmJtUU5panVaSGtxLXY3WklITUJBQmNlYklCUThsNG1JUV9ZTmRjVzdKV1E_cnRpbWU9eFlFWW5VR1cyRWc
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CURRENT WAVE OPPORTUNITIES 

Langley Volunteer Bureau – make sure to create a 

student profile for current opportunities just for 

students!  bettercommunity.ca

WAVE Job Board – current opportunities already 

approved by the Langley School District  

https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/students/wave-board/

United Way – iVolunteer.ca https://www.ivolunteer.ca

Job Search Tool - InDeed https://ca.indeed.com

http://www.bettercommunity.ca/
https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/students/wave-board/
https://www.ivolunteer.ca/
https://ca.indeed.com/


Talk to your family, your teachers, your counsellor,  or our career advisor

Start Early  
There are a lot of opportunities available to you outside of Post 

Secondary

Research Trades and Vocational Careers

(WorkBC, MyBlueprint NOC, BC Labour Market Outlook, ITA)

Have a tentative Plan “A”
…..and a Plan “B” and “C” and “D”

Volunteer in your area of interest
Learn about yourself and build your resume 
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Occupation Exploration
myBlueprint.ca, Career Field Trips, Workshops

District Program Info.
ITA Youth Train in Trades, ITA Youth Work in Trades

Resume, Cover Letter
Employment Etiquette

Volunteer Options
Community based Opportunities

How Can A Career Advisor Help Me?

36



COURSE SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS

37

A limited number of course changes may be possible in September.  

Research your options so you choose the courses which you will enjoy. 

Carefully consider balance.  Some 

students choose more courses than 

they can successfully manage.

What other activities do you plan to 

be involved with next year?

How much will you be working while 

taking courses at WGSS?

Applications for admission + 

scholarships will take time



MYBLUEPRINT.CA
Activation Key:  WALNUTGROVE

Provide your P..E.N. (Provincial Education Number) and your courses and credits will load
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EDUCATIONPLANNERBC.CA

• Search Programs

• Check Prerequisites

• Research Careers

• Apply

39
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www.tradestrainin

gbc.ca

Explore BC's Public 

Trades Programs

Skills trade website

http://www.tradestrainingbc.ca/
http://www.tradestrainingbc.ca/
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MORE RESOURCES 

 WorkBC – A link to career resources, labor market and job opportunities in British Columbia

 BC Labour Market – Researching current labor market and market forecasts are an important part of selecting a 

vocational career.  This site will help you research high demand jobs within the next 10 years specific to British 

Columbia

 Worxica – Job Market Research Tool – Government of Canada 

 Skilled Trades BC – Trades Information and Exploration  

 N.O.C. – Canadian National Occupation Classification Database 

 O’NET – Career Exploration Tool (US Based but very useful)

https://www.workbc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/statistics/employment-labour/labour-market-statistics
https://worxica.com/
https://youth.itabc.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/noc.html
https://www.onetonline.org/


Check the Handouts in Gr. 11 TEAM

RESOURCES 

AVAILABLE FOR 

YOU

42



43

SAMPLE HANDOUTS IN GRADE 11 TEAM



LINK to SD35 Scholarship Database

SCHOLARSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES
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https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/scholarship-information/scholarships-awards/


EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

District Authority 

Award = $1,250

One Application 

Form - TEAMS

Application 

Available January

Application Due 

in March

Ministry of Education WGSS + SD35 Scholarships 

See “W” and “O” 

List

LINKLINK

http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/wgss-scholarship-information.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships


INSTAGRAM
Follow @wgsscareers 
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THE COUNSELLING & CAREER TEAM LOOKS FORWARD TO 
HELPING YOU WITH YOUR 2024-25 COURSE PLANNING!

47

wgsscounselling.weebly.com
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