
Planning your future 
W G S S  C o u r s e  P l a n n i n g  –  G r a d s  o f  2 0 2 5



We respectfully acknowledge that we are 
situated on the traditional lands of the Coast 

Salish peoples, and in particular, we acknowledge 
that we learn, work, and live on the traditional, 

unceded and ancestral territory of the q̓ic̓əy̓ 
(Katzie), q̓ʷɑ:n̓ƛ̓ən̓ (Kwantlen), Máthkwi (Matsqui) 

and se'mya'me (Semiahmoo) First Nations. 



Course Planning Timeline
A l l  f o r m s  a r e  i n  t h e  C o u r s e  P l a n n i n g  t a b  o f  t h e  C o u r s e  G u i d e  w e b s i t e

January



Explore your options



• 80 credits are required for graduation

• Grade 10 required courses:  English, Social Studies, Science, Math, PHE, Career Life Education

• Grade 11 required courses:  ELA 11, Social Studies 11 or 12, Science 11 or 12, Math  11 or 12

• Grade 12 required courses:  

• ELA 12

• Career Life Connections/Capstone 12 

• 16 Grade 12 credits (4 courses, which includes: ELA 12 and CLC 12)

• An Arts Education or Applied Skills & Design #10, 11, or 12

• An Indigenous Focused Course (4 credits):  EPF 11 or BCFP 12, CIS 12, EFP 12
• Assessments:  Literacy 10, Numeracy 10 and Literacy 12

2025 BC Dogwood Graduation Requirements 



Options after High School

Apprenticeship?

WORK

Spend time traveling/exploring 
your interests

GAP  YEAR

Take courses needed  for entry 
into program you plan to pursue 

UP GRADING

Certificate, Diploma, Bachelor’s 
Degree

POST-SECONDARY 
STUDIES



Career + Post-Secondary  Search Comparison Tools

Education Planner BC My Blue Print

https://educationplannerbc.ca https://myblueprint.ca

https://educationplannerbc.ca/
https://myblueprint.ca/


Review Entrance Requirements

Search Program + Requirements (e.g., KPU) Admission Compass (e.g., SFU)

Search “Undergrad Admission” on Post-Secondary Institution website

http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/bc-collegesuniversities.html


▪ Foundation Trades Certificate 
(between 6-12 months; technical 
training credits towards desired trades) 

▪ Diploma (typically 2 years and made 
up of 60 credits or 20 courses) 

▪ Associate Degree (typically 2 years 
and involves university course work (60 
credits) in Arts or Sciences. All 60 
credits are guaranteed to be 
transferable within BC universities)

▪ Bachelor’s Degree (typically 4 years 
and usually specializing in one subject 
area through a Major or Honours 
program)

▪ Source: EducationPlannerBC



Canadian University Admission Requirements



General and Specific Admission Requirement Examples

If you are considering post-secondary education, 
you need to check the institution’s website for 
General and Specific entrance requirements

Always check the university’s website for up-dated 
information



General Admission 
Requirements

Every institution has different “General Admission” requirements

Search the “Undergraduate Admission” section of the university’s 
website to review the General Admission Requirements for that 
institution

There are the 5 General Admission Requirement factors you 
should check:

Note:  All institutions require you to meet BC Ministry of 
Education Graduation Requirements

English

Mathematics

Language
# of Approved 

Courses

Minimum 
Admission Average



Specific Admission 
Requirements

Each university faculty has  “Specific Admission Requirements” 

Here are some examples of the common specific admission 
criteria:

Required Grade 12 courses

 (E.g., English + 3-5 other 
Academic Grade 12 

courses)

Grade 11 course 
requirements 

(E.g., Science Faculty)

Minimum percentage in 
specific courses

(E.g., Mathematics mark)

Supplemental Application 

(E.g., Commerce Faculty)



Academic GRADE 12 Courses

• Institutions often have a specific number of Grade 12 
courses reviewed for admission – e.g., 3-6 Grade 12 
courses, one of which is always your English Language 
Arts 12 mark

• Many universities outside BC use 5 or 6 approved Grade 
12 courses

• Applicants need to check the institution’s website to see 
if there is an “Approved Academic Course List” 

• Pre-Calculus 12 is required by most the Science,  Applied 
Science, and Business programs at research universities

• AP Calculus 12 is required for most Engineering/Applied 
Science university programs

In the Grade 11 Team you will find an “Academic 
Grade 12 Courses” to help you



UBC Admissions 

Overall Academic 
Average

All Gr. 11 + 12*

Core Academic 
Average

All related Gr. 11 
and/or 12 courses 

related to the 
specific degree 

program

Individual Course 
Grades

Key Grade 12 
Courses

Personal Profile                       
Short Answers + 

Activity List

*Note:  Does not 
include ADST, PHE or

 Career Courses
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Personal Profile – What is UBC looking for?

Engagement & 
Accomplishment

Leadership

Substance

Voice

Broad-Based Admissions 

• What’s important to you?
• What are your significant 

achievements?
• What have you learned from these 

experiences?
• What challenges have you overcome?

http://you.ubc.ca/applying-ubc/how-to-apply/personal-profile/

17
UBC YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRolpNKomRo&t=3s


UBC – Faculty of Arts Admission Example

Courses Arts Core Overall

English (ELA) 11 X (will look at ELA 12) √

Language 11 √ √

Math 11 √ √

English (ELA) 12 √ √

Social Studies 11 or 12 √ (highest of 11 or 12) √

Science 11 or 12 X √

Academic Gr. 12 courses √ if related to Arts √

NOTE:
Will look at ALL academic Gr. 11 
& 12 grades and drop the lowest 

Gr. 11 or 12 mark

18



UBC – Faculty of Science Admission Example
Courses Science Core Overall

English (ELA) 11 X (will look at ELA 12) √

Language 11 X √

Pre-Calculus 11 X (will look at Pre-Cal12) √

Chemistry 11 √ (if no Chem 12) √

Physics 11 √ (if no Physics 12) √

English (ELA) 12 √ √

Pre-Calculus 12 √ √

Approved Science 12 √ √

All other academic 12s if related to Science √

NOTES: Will look at ALL academic Gr. 11 & 12 
grades and drop the lowest Gr. 11 or 12 

mark
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UBC Admission 
STATS

20



UBC Admission 
STATS

21



UBC Admission 
STATS

22
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SFU’s ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

• Based on research, applicants to SFU must 
review the program-specific approved list to see 
which 5 courses are required for admission to 
the desired program. 

• Admission evaluation is based on all Grade 11 
and 12 courses from SFU’s approved course list.

sfu.ca/students/admission/admission-
requirements/canadian-highschool/bc-yukon.html Link to SFU Admission Compass

http://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/admission-requirements/canadian-highschool/bc-yukon.html
http://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/admission-requirements/canadian-highschool/bc-yukon.html
https://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/admission-requirements/compass.html


Calculus 12 (or AP Calculus) is strongly 
recommended for all Engineering and 
Science programs.
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SFU Admissions Example
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SFU Admission Examples

• English Language Arts 11

• Language 11 (includes Intro. Language 11 course)

• Pre-Calculus 11 (min. 60%)

• Physics 11 and Chemistry 11

• An Approved Social Studies 11 or 12

• English Language Arts 12 (min. 70%)

• Pre-Calculus 12 (min. 60%)

• Two of:  Calculus 12, Physics 12, Chem 12, or A & P 12

• Plus: one more Approved 12 (see list on website)

• English Language Arts  11

• Language 11 (includes Intro. Language 11 course)

• Pre-Calculus 11 or Foundations of Math 11(min. 60%)

• An Approved Social Studies 11 or 12

• A Science 11

• English Language Arts 12 (min. 70%)

• One approved Science 12 or Math 12

• One approved Social Studies 12 (see list on website)

• One approved Language 12 (or another course from 
List A)

• Total of 5 Academic 12 courses

Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences Faculty of Science



University of the Fraser Valley Admissions Example

Faculty of Arts

• English Language Arts 12 (min. C+ = 67%)

• Two approved grade 12 courses (min B = 75%)

• Second Language 11 (and 12) recommended

Faculty of Science

• English Language Arts12 (min C+ = 67%)

• Pre-Calculus 11

• Pre-Calculus 12 (min B = 75%) or Calculus 12 with an A

• One Science 12 (min C+ = 67%)

• Anatomy and Physiology 12

• Chemistry 12

• Physical Geography 12

• Geology 12

• Physics 12

27



University of Victoria Admissions Example

Faculty of Humanities

• Approved English 11

• Foundations of Math 11 or Pre-Calculus 11

• Approved Science 11

• Approved Social Studies 11 or 12

• English Studies 12 or English First Peoples 12 
(min. 67%)

• Three approved grade 12 courses 

• Second Language 11 – not required

• Estimated admission average: Minimum 82% (based on 
the required grade 12 courses)

Faculty of Science

• Approved English 11

• Pre-Calculus 11

• Chemistry 11

• Physics 11

• English Studies 12 or English First Peoples 12 (min. 
67%)

• Pre-Calculus 12 (min 67%) 

• Two Approved Science 12s

• Estimated admission average: Minimum 85% (based on the 
required grade 12 courses)
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University of Alberta Admissions Example

Faculty of Arts

• English Language Arts 12

• One approved grade 12 course from the 
following subject areas (see website for course 

list*):

• Fine Arts, Humanities, Languages other 
than English, Math/Science

• Three approved grade 12 courses from 
the following subject areas (see website for 

course list*):

• Humanities, Languages other than 
English, Math/Science

• Minimum 70% overall average; 
competitive average for the program

Faculty of Science

• English Language Arts 12

• Pre-Calculus 12

• One approved grade 12 course from the 
following subject areas (see website for course 

list*):

• Fine Arts, Humanities, Languages other 
than English, Math/Science

• Two of the following courses:

• Computer Science 12

• Calculus 12

• Anatomy and Physiology 12

• Physics 12

• Chemistry 12

• Competitive Average for the Program 29*Website:  https://apps.admissions.ualberta.ca/programs/

https://apps.admissions.ualberta.ca/programs/


University of Waterloo (ON) Admissions Example

Faculty of Arts (Honours)

• English Language Arts 12 (min. 70%)

• Five additional academic grade 12 
courses (see the website*)

Faculty of Science (Honours)

• English Language Arts 12 (min. 70%)

• Pre-Calculus 12 (min. 70%)

• AP Calculus 12 or Calculus 12 (min. 70%)

• Two grade 12 courses from the following 
list:

• Anatomy & Physiology 12, Chemistry 12, 
Statistics 12, Physics 12, Geology 12, 
FOM 12

• One additional academic grade 12 course 
(see the website*)

30

*Website:   https://uwaterloo.ca/future-students/admissions/admission-
requirements

https://uwaterloo.ca/future-students/admissions/admission-requirements
https://uwaterloo.ca/future-students/admissions/admission-requirements


Queen’s University (ON) Admissions Example

Faculty of Arts

• English Language Arts 12 

• Three additional academic grade 12 
courses (see the website*)

Faculty of Science

• ELA 12 

• Pre-Calculus 12 

• Two grade 12 academic sciences:

• Anatomy & Physiology 12, Calculus 12, 
Chemistry 12, Physics 12

• AP Calculus 12 
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*Website:  queensu.ca/admission/about-applying/requirements

https://www.queensu.ca/admission/about-applying/requirements


McGill University (QC) Admissions Example

Faculty of Arts

• English Language Arts 12 (Last year’s cutoff was 

85.7%)

• Four additional academic grade 12 
courses (see the website*)

Faculty of Science

• English Language Arts 12 

• Pre-Calculus 12 (Last year’s cutoff was 88%)

• AP Calculus 12 (strongly recommended)

• Two grade 12 sciences (Last year’s cutoff was  88%):

• Anatomy & Physiology 12, Chemistry 12, Physics 
12

• One additional academic grade 12 course (see the 

website*)
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*Website:  mcgill.ca/applying/requirements/can

https://www.mcgill.ca/applying/requirements/can


%%%%%%%

Sample Admission 
Averages
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Canadian Admissions Averages 

McGill Waterloo

B.A.  – 90% Arts (Honours)  – low 80s 

B.Com.  – 95% Business Admin. – high 90s

B.Ed.      – 80.7% Engineering (Software) – 95%+

B.Eng.    – 92.3-96.8% Engineering (Civil) – 95%+

B.Sc.      – 95.3%   Health Science –  high 80s

B.Sc.N.  – 84% (Nursing) Kinesiology –  80s

34

• UBC and SFU no longer publish 
high school admission averages. 

• Admission averages vary each 
year depending on the number of 
applicants and the qualify of the 
applications.

• Here are a couple of examples of  
institutions who published their  
admission averages: 
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Repeating Courses

• UBC, SFU, UVIC –take the highest course mark for 
any academic Grade 11 or 12 course – no penalty is 
applied.

• Waterloo – Engineering students are penalized 5% 
off their overall admission average for taking a 
course a second time to get a higher mark or for 
summer school courses

• U of Toronto – The Faculty of Arts & Science does 
not recommend students repeat courses and 
reserves the right to give preference for admission 
and scholarship consideration to students whose 
marks are the result of a single attempt at each 
course. 

• U of T – Rotman Commerce program considers only 
the first attempt mark.

• McGill – averages the grades of all attempts of the 
same course
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Occupation Exploration

myBlueprint.ca, Career Field Trips, Workshops

District Program Info.
ITA Youth Train in Trades, ITA Youth Work in Trades, W.A.V.E.

Resume, Cover Letter
Employment Etiquette

Volunteer Options
Community based Opportunities

How Can A Career Advisor Help Me?

36

Book an appointment to talk with Puneet Pawar, our Career Advisor



Help with your decision making….

Talk to your family, your teachers, your counsellor, our career advisor, and recruiters 

Start Early  
There are a lot of opportunities available to you

Research programs and options

 (MyBluePrint, Education Planner BC, WGSS Counselling Website)

Virtual Campus Tours / Virtual Information Sessions

(Watch for Virtual Open House Day opportunities)

Check admission requirements 
(General + Specific)

Have a tentative Plan “A”
…..and a Plan “B” and “C” and “D”

Volunteer in your area of interest
Learn about yourself and build your resume (for scholarship applications)

37



Course Planning 
Credit Sheet 

Available in Grade 11 Team



Grade 10 & 11 Team 
 Handouts to help you



Link to Post
Secondary 

Information

Link to 
Scholarship 
Resources

Counselling Website

http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/post-secondary.html
http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/post-secondary.html
http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/post-secondary.html
http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/wgss-scholarship-information.html
http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/wgss-scholarship-information.html
http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/wgss-scholarship-information.html


Link to 
Timeline for 

Grads

Link to 
Grad 

Newsletters

Link to 
Application 
Deadlines

Resources for Grads

https://wgsscourseguide.ca/info/graduation/timeline-for-grads/
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/info/graduation/timeline-for-grads/
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/info/graduation/timeline-for-grads/
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/info/graduation/grad-newsletters/
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/info/graduation/grad-newsletters/
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/info/graduation/grad-newsletters/
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/forms/gradnews/grad_news_1_2022_09_01.pdf
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/forms/gradnews/grad_news_1_2022_09_01.pdf
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/forms/gradnews/grad_news_1_2022_09_01.pdf


Considering a 
Gap Year

w g s s c o u n s e l l i n g . w e e b l y . c o m / g a p - y e a r. h t m l

http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/gap-year.html


Plan your courses 
for next year

LINK to check the Course Prerequisites  

LINK to Course Descriptions 

https://wgsscourseguide.ca/info/course-offerings/
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/department/


Course Selection Considerations

44

Next year’s timetable is built based on the requests received this February.  Research carefully the courses you wish 
to have for your final year at WGSS.  There will be very limited spaces to make changes in September and generally 
even less in January. 

Carefully consider balance.  Some 
students choose courses then they 
cannot successfully manage.

What other activities do you plan to 
be involved with next year?

How much will you be working while 
taking courses at WGSS?

Applications for admission + 
scholarships will take time



Still have questions?  
Book a time to meet with your  counsellor 

or our career advisor
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