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We would like to start by acknowledging that we are honoured 
to work and learn today on the traditional, unceded and 

ancestral territories of the Matsqui, Kwantlen, Katzie, and 
Semiahmoo First Nations.



Discussion Topics

• Where to start

• What scholarships are 
available

• How to apply

• Additional workshops + 
resources

• Questions
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WGSS 
Scholarship Info

Scholarship Presentations

Searchable Databases

http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/wg

ss-scholarship-information.html



SD 35 Scholarship Website

www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/scholarship-information/things-to-

do/

SD 35 Database

Handbook

Resume

http://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/scholarship-information/things-to-do/
http://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/scholarship-information/things-to-do/


SD35 Database
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• Date            Website Link                   Type           $ + #

Search:

• Date or Name or Type

550+ options

• Regularly updated



Documents to Help 
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What $$ is 
available?

• Scholarships

• Bursaries

• Awards

• Student 

Loans 
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4 Main Types of Scholarships

1. Provincial Ministry Scholarships 2. Langley District 
Scholarships
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For example: 

• BC Excellence Scholarship – nomination

• District/Authority Award – application

• BC Achievement Scholarship – automatic, no application  

• Open Awards   – for all SD35 students – 

application

• WGSS Awards – for WGSS graduates – 

application



4 Main Types of Scholarships - continued

3. Entrance Scholarships
4.  Other Scholarship Sources
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For example: 

• Automatic Entrance 

• Application

For example:

• Affiliations

• Parent’s Employer

• Nationality

• Community Service / Leadership
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s Award Deadline Nomination? Additional Info.

U of Toronto – Book Award Sept. 28 • YES for nomination 

consideration

Superior academic performance, original and creative thought, exceptional 

achievement

Loran Award Oct. 11 (by 

4pm)

• NO nomination required Character, Service, and Leadership Potential – evidence of curiosity, 

kindness and integrity

Queen’s Chancellor’s 

Scholarship

Oct. 12 • YES for nomination 

consideration

Queen’s applicant; superior academic ability, creative and original thought, 

community involvement

UBC International Scholarship Oct. 13 • YES for nomination 

consideration

Four prestigious need-and-merit-based awards are available through UBC’s 

International Scholars Program. The UBC team will determine which 

award(s) they are eligible for based on the information provided in their 

application.

Link to instructions

U of T Lester Pearson -
International

Nov. 1 • YES for nomination 

consideration

International student with exceptional academic achievement and 

outstanding leadership

TD Leadership Scholarship Nov 14 • NO nomination required Community leadership through initiative and innovation

UBC Centennial Award Dec. 1 • Reference must know 

financial need 

information

UBC applicant; academically qualified but otherwise could not financially

afford to attend UBC

Terry Fox Humanitarian Dec. 1 • 3 letters of reference 

(online)
Volunteerism in the spirit of Terry’s sacrifice 

Schulich (STEM) Dec. 2 • YES for nomination

consideration

Science, Technology, Mathematics, Engineering (not Medicine or Biomedical)

Volleyball BC: Ray Lepp Award Oct. 11 • YES for nomination 

consideration

Meets the criteria for the potential to be on the National Team
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https://undergraduatescholarships.ubc.ca/protected/r/eyJoZnJlIjogOTk0NTQ2OTIsICJ2cSI6IDE4MjE0OH0/20220912_HOW_International_Application_23W.pdff


National/Nomination Scholarships

Award Deadline Nomination? Additional Information

Western University Jan. 12 • YES for nomination 

consideration

Western applicant; minimum 90%+ average

BC Excellence 

Scholarship

Jan. 12 • YES for nomination 

consideration

Leadership in school and community

Cmolik (BC Scholarship) Jan. 12 • YES principal’s endorsement Financial need, tenacity, triumph over adversity

District Authority –

Indigenous Leadership

Feb. 16 • Yes for nomination 

consideration

Leadership at school and in within a First Nations Community
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Nomination Process

• Grad News will contain 
information:
 Award criteria

 Documents required (e.g., 
Comprehensive Resume or 
Application)

 Deadline for submission

• Submit to Counselling Centre 
by deadline given in Grad 
News

• Write the name of the Award 
you want to be considered for 
on the top of your 
Comprehensive Resume
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Loran Scholar Program

• Canada’s most comprehensive competitive merit award 

• Looking at:  perseverance through adversity; demonstrated 
resiliency & character, leadership,  & service (not reward for 
what accomplished already)

 Investing in youth with high potential to impact the future

• 5,174 applications -> top 6% of applicants interviewed ->  90 
finalists -> 36 selected

• Value:  up to $100,000 (over 4 years)

 Must be planning to attend one of 25 partner universities 

 $10,000 living stipend, tuition waiver, mentorship, and 
summer program not a scholarship

•Webinars in English:

•Session 1: September 25 at noon ET

•Session 2: October 4 at 6:00 pm ET

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/3816932346067/WN_gSJe-1oFTLmWVJnrm3mbQw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7416932366466/WN_NqzGlN-XT-uZR_bQts_Gog


Anson Yu
Loran Scholar - 2020 
University of Toronto 
R.E. Mountain Secondary School 
Langley, British Columbia 

• Anson leads the national youth team for a charity organization that 

empowers youth to empower children with disabilities through creative 

therapy programs, fundraising events, and workshops. 

• She helped establish the first beehive at her school and advocates for 

environmental causes through videography and photojournalism.

•  Anson works as a graphic designer and a debate coach for 

underprivileged elementary students
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READ ABOUT PAST 
WINNERS

Note how each applicant meets the scholarships 

criteria:

• Character

• Service

• Leadership
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“As a Girl Guide, Gwyn runs an outdoor leadership 

camp for 75 youth and co-organized a rally event for 

girls from Ontario and Nunavut. At school, she 

directed a school play and facilitates workshops on 

leadership, diversity and conflict resolution. She is 

also a member of the cross-country and mountain bike 

teams. During the year, she holds two part-time jobs.”

https://loranscholar.ca/our-scholars/



Advice…

• “If I could go back in time and give myself a few tips, 
the first would be to apply for scholarships like it’s a 
part-time job. 

• Focus on writing yourself some really good essays 
about leadership/community service projects as a lot 
of them can be reused or tweaked for multiple 
scholarships. 

• When you need a reference letter, give them lots and 
lots of time to do so; it can be a big ask for a teacher, 
but it really adds to your application.

• For LORAN, your referee can’t see the requirements 
of their letter until you submit your entire 
application. 

• For me, my referee had written an amazing letter 
only to discover that it needed to be <500 words… 
the night it was due. 

• So definitely make sure you and everyone else 
involved in the process is prepared in advance.”
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U of T National Book Award
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• WGSS may nominate ONE outstanding student for this 

award (exceptional achievement and service)

• Student does not have to be considering attending U of T

• Let Ms. Twemlow know by September 28 if you would 

like to be considered for nomination for this award

• Value:  Recognition, no monetary value

•Application 

Deadline: September 

28



U of Toronto National Scholarship Program 
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Criteria:

• Intending to study at University of Toronto in Fall 2023

• An original and creative thinker

• Superior performance in academic and creative pursuits

• Exceptional achievement in broad content

• Enthusiastic about learning and intellectual exploration

• Strong involvement in the lives of school and community

• A Canadian citizen, permanent resident or protected person

Value:

• 4-year tuition + residency for first year  

• $7,500 the first year, then $1,500 for next three years

U of T Deadline:  October 15

Number of winners:  10 each year



TD Scholarship 
for Community 
Leaders

TD is looking for 20 youth in Canada 

who have gone above and beyond to 

improve their community 

Exceptional initiative and 
involvement

Valued up to $70,000 (including up to 

$10,000 x 4 yrs. + living expenses)

Provides summer mentorship and 

employment opportunities

Deadline: November 14

(No application will be accepted 

after the deadline regardless of the 

postmark date.)
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TD Community 
Leader

Past winner of this award 
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Keeley Aird

Saint Brother Andre Catholic High School Markham, 

ON

• She co-created STEM Kids Rock to empower youth 

to teach other kids science, technology, engineering 

and math. 

• Keeley helped 75 volunteers run 300 free mobile 

science centre events for over 150,000 participants. 

• Keeley included persons with disabilities as 

volunteers, to show that everyone has something to 

share. 

• A volunteer and coach with the High-5 Special Needs 

Soccer Team at the Unionville Milliken Soccer Club, 

Keeley also served as co-captain of the Toronto FC 

Special Olympics Unified Team. 

• Keeley wants to study chemistry at McMaster 

University and make STEM Kids Rock a national 

charitable organization.



Schulich Scholarship
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Schulich Scholarship

• Nominee must possess at least two of three criteria: 
 Academic Excellence
 Leadership (community, business or entrepreneurial)
 Financial Need (provide info. to selection committee)

• Criteria to qualify:
 Graduate high school; be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident
 Enrol at one of their partner universities
 Pursuing studies in Science, Technology, Engineering or Math but not Medicine or 

Biomedical

• 2022-2023: 350,000+ applications → 1,400 nominees → 100 scholarships

• Deadline: Nomination documents to Ms. Twemlow by December 2

• Nomination Deadline:  January 31

• Application Deadline:  February 21
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Advice from Schulich Winner

• When Aditya Mohan was in high school, he 
sent letters to Ottawa researchers, 
asking if could work in their labs. Before 
he graduated Grade 12, he had won a 
truckload of science prizes, including a Young 
Canadian Manning Innovation Award and the 
Sanofi Biogenius Canada competition.

• Now studying microbiology and immunology at 
McGill, the 19-year-old says filling out the 
Schulich application was pretty painless. “I had 
a lot to say about why I work on what I work on. 
It was an easy essay to write because I had been 
in the field already and was very passionate 
about it.”

• One piece of advice: “Find opportunities that 
align with the field you’re interested in. Working 
in a lab allowed me to go beyond schoolwork and 
express my ideas in a different fashion. I think 
whatever you’re interested in, as long as you’re 
doing more work outside of your school 
curriculum, it shows there’s more to you than 
just school. I think that goes a long way.”
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BC Excellence

25

Nomination Deadline: Jan. 12

• $5,000 tuition voucher

• Demonstrated service, 
leadership in school and 
community +

• Commitment to chosen 
career path

• WGSS nominates 1 
student



Where to Start

Your first few applications will 

take you the longest to 

complete
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Comprehensive Resume

Comprehensive summary of all your accomplishments

• Will be used to complete all application forms

• Will be given to references when you ask them to write 
a reference letter

Include: 

• Your education goal (even though it may change)

• Educational Achievements

• School Involvement (highlight leadership initiatives)

• Community Involvement (authentic involvement 
reflecting passion)

• Accomplishments (e.g., music, sports, conferences)

• Interests, Travel, Skills
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Scholarship Essays

• Like a job interview:  sell yourself 

• Explain why you should be chosen 
instead of the other applicants

Tips:  

• Answer the question

• Show – don’t tell!

• Use uniqueness to engage the reader

• Ensure it is grammatically correct and 
error free

• Draft, edit, redraft, edit

• Get feedback, re-edit, publish 
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Scholarship Essay:  Common Themes

Challenge What did you learn?
How were you 

impacted?

Leadership Provide examples Explain experiences

Volunteer Community or School Involvement

Future 
Plans

Why are you 
considering this 

area?

What 
institution(s)?  Why?
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Want a teacher to give you feedback?
….some things ‘not’ to do

Expecting them do 
your editing for you

Asking them a day 
before the deadline

Forget to acknowledge 
their time and 
helpfulness



Organize a 
Binder/Folder?Fi
le- Something!

❑ Comprehensive 
Resume

❑ Essays

❑ Application 
Forms

❑ Letters of 
Reference

❑ Diploma 
Verification

❑ Spreadsheet 



What is your Plan?
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Educational + Career Plan

are you hoping to study?Where

are you planning to study?What

are you drawn to this area of 
study?Why

have you prepared for this field of 
interest?

How

has supported your dreams and 
seen your passion?Who



Additional Information

• Reference Letters – give teacher, coach, community person 2 or 3 weeks to 
prepare the letter for you; choose someone who knows you very well and who can 
give specific examples

• Diploma Verification – interim mark documents take 4 days to prepare; see Mrs. 
Ethier in the Counselling Centre to order copies

• Nomination Process – Grad News will indicate the date and required documents; 
usually given to Ms. Twemlow (and the WGSS Scholarship Committee) 2-3 weeks 
before the actual deadline

• Deadlines – prepare your application well before the deadline as sometimes 
students have missed the deadline due to computer issues or mailing issues 
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34
Key Points

A former WGSS student won $35,400 

(24 scholarships) which helped him 

pay $65,337 for his 4-yr B.Comm. 

degree and graduate debt free.



Additional Learning Opportunities

How to Write a Scholarship Essay 

• Presenter:    Jonathan Schmidt, TWU

• When: Tuesday, September 28th

• Time:            REP TIME – 9:55 – 10:35

• Where:         WGSS Library
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A big question many students face as they look toward university is 
"How will I pay for my education?" There are thousands of 
scholarships available for students and with so many being 
competitive, writing a short, concise, and powerful essay is often the 
key to standing out from the crowd and winning an award.

This seminar aims to prepare students to write powerfully while 
learning inside tips and tricks to scholarship essay writing from an 
admissions counsellor who has read thousands of scholarship essays.



Additional Learning Opportunities

District + WGSS Scholarship 
Workshop

• Presenter:  Ms. Twemlow + 
Counsellors

• When: Wed, January 10th

• Time: Hub TIME

• Where:       WGSS Library

36

December 1, 2022

Application Opens:    Jan. 10th

Application Deadline:  March 7th



wgsscareers

Join WGSSCareers 

Instagram 

to keep up to-date 

and informed
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Additional Learning Opportunities

• Brittany Palmer 

• Website:   keytoscholarships.com

• Virtual Workshops + Individual 
Consultation

• Madison Guy

• Website: grantme.ca

• Individual Consultation (Brookswood 
Grad)

• Educational Blogs
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http://www.keytoscholarships.com/
https://grantme.ca/


Questions?
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• Thank you for joining us 
today.
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